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St Bernard’s Parish Botany
4 Ramsgate Street Botany St, NSW 2019
Phone: (02) 9316 8303  Office open: Wed & Thur
Email : stbernardsparishbotany(@gmail.com

Website: www.stbernards-botany.org.au

National Vocations
Awareness Week

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A 9 August 2026

Parish Priest:
Fr. Hamilton Ureta (Fr Casey)
Parish Secretary: Margaret Liew

WHS & Child Safeguarding:

Parish Safeguarding Support Officer-

:Claire Pirola 0417235447 pirola987@gmail.com

:Leanna Langlands

langlands9@hotmail.com.au

Safeguarding & Ministry Integrity Office

Tel No: (02) 9290 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

St Bernard Primary School:

Principal: Kelly Bouris

REC: Jessica Muscat

Family Faith Educator: Tanya Sarkissian

Phone: (02) 9666 4560

Sunday Mass Times

Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm

Sunday: 7:00am and 9:00am

Kid’s Church (helpers welcome)

Sunday 9:00am during School Terms
Parents/carers, contact the office to help.

Weekday Masses
Tuesday: 7:00pm Mass and Novena
Wed, Thu, Fri & Sat: 9:00am
Baptism: By appointment
First & Third Sundays of the month
at 10:15 am

Interviews on Wednesdays 5:00pm
Reconciliation:
Saturdays 9:30am — 10:15am

Sacrament of Confirmation:

In 2026: It was on 24 May.

For 2027: Date is not known yet.
Marriage:

By appointment (Six months’ notice)

Friday Devotions

6:00pm — Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament 6:30pm — Divine Mercy
Prayers and Benediction

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle
Prayers (Rosary & Act of Consecration)
Thursdays 9:30am to 10:00am

St Vincent de Paul Society: Contact the
parish office if you would like to join.
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For Direct Deposit donations to this parish
Account Name: Botany Parish Church
BSB: 062 784 Account Number: 1000 00878

Entrance Antiphon: Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget
not the life of your poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend
your cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you.

Theme: Today’s Gospel illustrates the importance of faith and trust
in Jesus, especially during challenging times. The Apostles were in the
sea, and they could not go forward, because of the gale and strong
wind. Jesus came to their aid walking on the water. Jesus commands
the storm at the sea to be still, but more importantly he calms the
apostles and removes their fears. We find our own lives these days
surrounded by turmoil. The effect of social change along with the
cultural earthquakes of our times, globalization, terrorism, and other
crisis of life severely threaten us. Personal trials, illness, bereavement,
and persecution can all cause storms in our lives. We often lose faith
and confidence and ask “Where is God in all of this? Christ gently
reminds us that God is with us in our everyday life, supporting and
caring for us. He repeatedly tells us ‘Courage, and do not be afraid.’

Communion Antiphon: The bread that I will give, says the Lord,
is my flesh for the life of the world.

The Feast of Assumption, Saturday 15th August: Feast of
Assumption is Holy Day of Obligation. Mass at 9:00 am

Catholic Weekly for only $2 each. Thanks for
supporting the Catholic media.

Acknowledgement of Country: We respect and
honour Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders
past, present and future. We acknowledge the
stories, traditions and living cultures of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples on this land

Sydney Clergy Conference Monday 10 Aug to Thur 13 Aug
2026. All Sydney priests are required to attend the conference.
Tues 11th Aug at 7pm: No mass; Communion Service.

Triduum Masses for Parish Patron St Bernard: We will
celebrate 3 nights of masses (triduum) in honour of our parish
patron Saint Bernard on Thur 20t Aug at 6:30pm,

Fri 21st Aug at 6:30pm and Sat 22rd Aug Vigil 5:30pm.
There will be no 9am mass on Thur 20% Aug and

no 9am mass on Fri 21st Aug

St Bernard Parish Feast Day will be celebrated on Sun 23rd
August 2026 with 9am mass; followed by festivities celebration
of food & drinks, games and entertainment. There will be a
BBQ fundraiser; all other refreshments & activities are free.

There will be no 7am mass on Sun 234 Aug 2026.
Volunteers are needed for the Feast Day celebration:
to set up, serve, organise games, clean up, etc. Please fill in
the form in the foyer if you can help. Thanks very much.

PARISH COLLECTIONS

First Collection or Pastoral Revenue (taken after the homily) support
of the priests of the parish and of the Archdiocese of Sydney. It covers
presbytery expenses, electricity, gas and water bills, cleaning expenses,
housekeeping and stipend of the priest.
Second Collection or Church Donation (after the Prayers of Faithful)
the building maintenance expenses, mainly repairs and maintenance of
the church and presbytery, insurance, parish administration and
pastoral programmes, wages of the parish staff, upkeep of the church,
liturgical needs, altar bread and wine and parish running expenses etc.
Tap & Go Devices Donations (Anytime) 50% of Tap Donations goes to
First Collection/Pastoral Revenue & 50% goes to Second Collection.
Planned Giving: Parishioners are encouraged to join the planned
giving system to support our parish. Please contact the parish office to
Join PG Envelopes system > donate weekly with cash; OR

PG Monthly> provide your bank card for monthly processing OR

PG Direct Deposit> set up your own direct deposit monthly
The tap terminals on both sides of the church can be
used for donations. Thank you for all your donations!

The Piety Stall is open before & after the weekend masses on Vigil
Saturdays 5:30pm and Sun 9am.

Prayers and Thanksgiving

Thanks to Joan Butler for the altar flowers this weekend
offered in thanksgiving for her birthday. We wish Joan
a very Happy Birthday! May God bless you
abundantly!

We also wish Jimmy Ong a very Happy Birthday!
New Flowers & Candles Offering Form 9 Aug to 22 Nov
2026 is in the foyer. Please fill out the form to dedicate
the weekend to offer flowers for your prayer intentions.
The parish will pray for your intentions or
commemoration on the weekend of your offering.
National Vocations Awareness Week 2026 celebrated
from 2 to 9 August 2026, coinciding with the feasts of St
Mary of the Cross MacKillop and St John Vianney. We pray
especially for the young ones discerning their vocations in
consecrated life; especially for priesthood.

Charitable Works Fund Appeal takes place this
weekend. Please contribute to help continue vital
charitable works of the Catholic Church: Chaplaincy services,
Ephpheta Centre, Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, CatholicCare,
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine & Seminary of the Good
Shepherd. Tax Receipts over $2 for card donations issued by
Arch Fundraising Office. Cash receipts issued by the parish.
Thank you for your donations.

[m]53[w] Deanary Eucharistic Congress 2028 Info Nite
=3 at St Agnes Memorial Church, 509 Bunnerong Rd,
Matraville on Mon 17 Aug at 7pm, followed by
Adoration & then Supper. Q&A by Tania Rimac.
To attend, please register with the QR code.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
at OLSH Randwick on Wed 7pm to 8.30pm
starts 9 Sept 2026 for approx. 21 sessions.
For adults interested in the Catholic faith.
Please register using the QR code.
Safeguarding: Thank you for your help and support in helping
to make our parish welcoming and safe for children and the
vulnerable. Enquiries: contact the parish safeguarding
team/parish office or The Archdiocese Safeguarding Office.
www.suydneycatholic.ora/ safequarding-and-child-protection/

Mass Intention Names must be received at the parish office
before Wed 12:00noon to be included in that weekend’s bulletin.
Names for prayer intentions must be clearly written and
indicated whether for it is for the sick or deceased; otherwise
they cannot be published.

Sick List: Please help review the names on the sick list, &
inform the parish office if any name(s) should be removed.
Thank you.

Prayer Requests

1. Mass Intentions
2. The Sick: Don Beattie, Esperance Mankarios,

Jesus Agbay, Janet Bacal, Angela La Spina, Mario
Pena Fontillas, Nikki Gonzales Crisostomo, Roda del
Castillo de la Pena, Lina Vella, Tony Camilleri, Cody
Hambly, Barry Elliott, Dionisio Oliva, Gilda Mendoza,
Leticia Bautista, Grant Manning, Karen Quah, Louise
Jones, Barbara Gallacher, Ron Cooper, Keith
Streetings, Jason Denny, Patricia McCarthy, Judy
Cooke, Elmer Mandado, Regina Attalah, Ryan Bacal,
Ana Bradaric, Joan Butler, Gesalit Cabrera, Felicia
Clark, Terry Delaney, Grazia Ferraro, Mark R Javier,
Gwen Menzies, All the sick and suffering.

3. Recently Deceased: Lee Guam Soon, Joseph
Vassallo, Robert Rances Jr, Ronald Davies, Chris
Quealy, Paul Spies, Susan Choong

4. Anniversary: Roberto Iligan, Alfredo Arevalo, Milan
Mihaljevic (1st), Susan Lee, Wilfred Tsen Chow Lai (34),
Veronica Rowney (5th)

5. Other Deceased: Ausgusto Giammarco, Margaret
& Joseph Fenech, Therese & Alfred Scerri, Isabel
Fenech, All Souls in purgatory

EMHC (Extraordinary Minister Holy Communion) Course
VENUE: Marcellin Room, Ground Level, St Martha’s Parish
38, Renwick Street, Leichhardt NSW 2040.

Sep-Oct 2026 EMHC Leichhardt Sessions
Wed 23" Sept 6pm to 9pm, Wed 30" Sept 6pm to 9pm
and Wed 7" Oct 6pm -9pm
Acolytes Liturgical Training Course:
VENUE: Marcellin Room, Ground Level, St Martha’s Parish
38, Renwick Street, Leichhardt NSW 2040
Time: 9.30am -12.30pm on Saturday 10th October 2026,
Saturday 17th October 2026, Saturday 24th October 2026, &
Saturday 7" November 2026
Acolytes are expected to complete both the EMHC & Acolytes
series of course dates. To register for the courses, contact the
parish office. Thank you.
See www.liturqy.sydneycatholic.org/ministry-training-formation/
for other series of dates and locations.
To receive the EMHC or Acolyte certificate, please

attend the full series of sessions.
Congratulations to the acolytes and volunteers who completed the
courses. Your invaluable service, endeavours and commitment are
very much appreciated. May God bless you all abundantly!

ROSTERS for Next Week

Sat 15 Aug - VIGIL SAT 5:30 PM
Readers: Kathy Smyth /Maureen Burnett
Acolyte: Chris Hanna

Sun 16 Aug - SUNDAY 7:00 AM
Readers: Zenny Custodio/Roselyn Joseph
Acolyte: Mele Lusaipau

Sun 16 Aug - SUNDAY 9:00 AM
Readers: Kylie Brakel/Sarah Cortes
Acolyte: Paul Keshan

Counters: Joseph & Josephine Apolonio
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Altar Society: (Gp A) Zenny Custodio,
Rose Keshan & Ruby Gorospe
Flowers Offering: Aruna Lobo

Tk yow can help with any of the tasks below, please conlact the
Altar Society volunteers needed: arrange altar
flowers, and tidying the sanctuary and sacristy

once a month.

Handyman needed for odd jobs around the church.
World Youth Day Seoul Korea 2027 3 Aug to 8 Aug 2027.

Youths 18 years to 35 years old interested, please contact
parish office.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child
sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal
with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know,
have been abused, please contact the police. Or contact
the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02)
9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
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