St Bernard’s Parish Botany

4 Ramsgate Street Botany St, NSW 2019
Phone: (02) 9316 8303,
Email : stbernardsparishbotany(@gmail.com

Website: www.stbernards-botany.org.au

Fourth Sunday of Lent

15" March 2026,
Year A

EEN
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Parish Priest:
Fr. Hamilton Ureta (Fr Casey)
Parish Secretary: Margaret Liew

WHS & Child Safeguarding:
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer-
>Claire Pirola 0417 235 447
>Leanna Langlands
Safeguarding & Ministry Integrity
Office Tel No: (02) 9290 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
St Bernard Primary School:
Principal: Kelly Bouris
Asst Principal: Christine Lawrence
REC: Jessica Muscat
Family Faith Educator: Tanya Sarkissian
Phone: (02) 9666 4560

Sunday Mass Times

Saturday Vigil: 5:30pm

Sunday: 7:00am and 9:00am

Kid’s Church (helpers welcome)

Sunday 9:00am during School Terms
Parents/carers, contact the office to help.

Weekday Masses
Tuesday: 7:00pm Mass and Novena
Wed, Thu, Fri & Sat: 9:00am
Baptism: By appointment
First & Third Sundays of the month
at 10:15 am

Interviews on Wednesdays 5:00pm
Reconciliation:
Saturdays 9:30am - 10:15am

Sacrament of Confirmation

Sun 24th May at 3:30pm.

Celebrant: Bishop Richard Umbers

(For those not in St Bernard Primary
School, Contact Cathie Bossini before
17.04.26 email: cathieb701@hotmail.com)
Marriage:

By appointment (Six months’ notice)
Friday Devotions

6:00pm — Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament 6:30pm — Divine Mercy
Prayers and Benediction

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle
Prayers (Rosary & Act of Consecration)
Thursdays 9:30am to 10:00am

St Vincent de Paul Society: Contact the
parish office if you would like to join.

Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be
joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her
consoling breast.

Theme: The Gospel passage, the healing of the man born blind invites
us to focus on the physical and spiritual aspects of sight and light. On
the feast of Tabernacle, the festival of light, Jesus proclaimed himself
as the light of the world; and he affirmed his proclamation by giving
sight to a man born blind. The gospel highlights the attitude of his
disciples towards the blind man before he was healed as well as the
attitude of the Pharisees after he was healed. What is important is
the faith and trust of the man born blind, and his obedience to Jesus’s
command to wash at Siloam. It was no simple task for a blind man to
reach the pool of Siloam, but he did what Jesus told him to do. The
final revelation and moment of enlightenment comes when the man
born blind encounters Jesus again and proves himself to be a man of
faith. May our liturgy and worship help us to grow in faith.

Communion Antiphon: The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, washed,
I saw, and I believed in God.

Family Mass this Sunday 15 March at 9:00am. Welcome to the
families and staff from St Bernard Primary School. Please come and
join our parish community.

Acolytes Meeting this Sun 15 March at 11am in church.
Happy Women’s Month: 8th March was International Women’s Day.
March is officially dedicated to women, observed globally as Women’s
History Month. We honour and pray for all women. “O Virgin Mary pray
for all the women in the world, especially those most in need of help.”
Feast Days of the Week: 17 March - St Patrick’s Day

19 March - Saint Joseph
Harmony Sunday 22 March: Wear attire or an item from your
cultural background; celebrate our diversity. Everyone is welcome.
Harmony Week is from 16 March to 22 March.
World Youth Day Seoul Korea 2027 3 Aug to 8 Aug 2027. Youths 18
years to 35 years old interested, please contact parish office.

LENT: Pray, Fast, Almsgiving
Parish Lenten programme

Lenten Prayer Group on Wednesdays in Lent at 9:30am
(after 9am mass) 20mins to 30mins. Thanks to Michael
Spies for leading the prayer group.

Stations Of The Cross on Fridays during Lent at 6:00pm;
followed by Divine Mercy Prayers and Benediction

usually every Friday at 6:30pm

Project Compassion: For your almsgiving, Project
Compassion envelopes and boxes are available in the foyer.
Please bring your Project Compassion contributions in
during Holy Week or by Easter Sunday.

Thanks to Fr Percival Sevare OSA for facilitating the
2026 Parish Lenten mini-Retreat. Thanks to all who
attended.

Palms Needed for Passion Sunday:

If you can provide palm leaves & olive branches for
Palm Sunday 28th/29th March, please contact the
parish office or put your name down in the form at
the church foyer. Please bring them on Saturday
28th March before 10am; or write in the form that
you want volunteer(s) to collect them from your
home. Thank you.

Welcome to Koa Makelim, Emma Holland
and Lincoln Weller, who will be baptised
- this Sunday, to our parish community.

Mass Intention Names must be received at the parish office
before Wed 12:00noon to be included in that weekend’s bulletin

Sick List: Please help review the names on the sick list, &
inform the parish office if any name(s) should be removed.
Thank you.

Prayer Requests

1. Mass Intentions
2. The Sick: Lina Vella, Tony Camilleri, Cody

Hamley, Chris Quealy, Barry Elliott, Dionisio Oliva,
Gilda Mendoza, Maureen Burnett, Leticia Bautista,
Grant Manning, Karen Quah, Xena Nera, Louise
Jones, Barbara Gallacher, Ron Cooper, Keith
Streetings, Yoalanda Fernandez, Jason Denny,
Patricia McCarthy, Judy Cooke, Christopher Spies,
Elmer Mandado, Regina Attalah, Ryan Bacal, Ana
Bradaric, Joan Butler, Gesalit Cabrera, Felicia Clark,
Terry Delaney, Grazia Ferraro, Mark R Javier, Gwen
Menzies, All the sick and suffering.

3. Recently Deceased: Jonji Castil, Lerma
Batingana Hawes, Fr David Wilson, Hsu Toan Nam
4. Anniversary: Silvio Dell’Anna, Antonio Oliva,
Anthony Paul Cachia, John Baber, Gunther
Schonfeldt, Blago Kraljevic, Calixta Waban, Gregorio
Waban

5. Other Deceased: Margaret & Joseph Fenech,
Therese & Alfred Scerri, Isabel Fenech, All Souls in

purgatory

Catholic Weekly available at the church foyer
for only $2. Please buy one. Thank you for

support.

PARISH COLLECTIONS
First Collection or Pastoral Revenue (taken after the homily)
This collection is for the support of the priests of the parish and of the
Archdiocese of Sydney. It covers presbytery expenses, electricity, gas and

water bills, cleaning expenses, housekeeping and stipend of the priest.
Surplus from first collection is placed into a Central Fund for the priests. A
small percentage is to cover the expenses of the Archbishop.

Second Collection or Church Donation (after the Prayers of Faithful)
This collection is for the building maintenance expenses, mainly repairs
and maintenance of the church and presbytery, insurance, parish
administration and pastoral programmes, wages of the parish staff, upkeep
of the church, liturgical needs, altar bread and wine and parish running
expenses etc. Kindly consider joining the Planned Giving System and
support the parish.

Special Collections (after Communion) eg Project Compassion.

All money collected is forwarded to the Chancery towards various charities
as noted on the collection envelopes.

Tap & Go Devices Donations (Anytime) 20% of Tap Donations will go to
First Collection/Pastoral Revenue. 80% will go to Second Collection.

We welcome Leanna Langlands to our Parish
Safeguarding Team. She will be helping Claire Pirola
with our parish (child) safeguarding and protection.

Thank you, Leanna, for volunteering.

The Piety Store is open with various items for purchase;
eg crosses, baptism candles, sacramental & religious
gifts. Come and have a look; buy a religious item as a

gift. Thanks to Susana Hansen for your initiative.
Volunteers are needed for to look after the store for Sat
Vigil 5:30pm and Sun 7am masses. Contact the parish.

ROSTERS for Next Week

Sat 21 Mar - VIGIL SAT 5:30 PM
Readers: Kathy Smyth/Maureen Burnett
Acolyte: David Spowart

Sun 22 Mar - SUNDAY 7:00 AM
Readers: Michael Spies/Julie Bjazevich
Acolyte: Socorro Lucas

Sun 22 Mar - SUNDAY 9:00 AM
Readers: Kylie Brakel/Mark D’Mello
Acolyte: Joseph Apolonio
Counters: Beatrice Bentley & Cathie Bossini
Altar Society: (Gp 1) Margaret Beattie & other

volunteers needed
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"A Place to call Home and the Support to keep it"
Petition — to the NSW Govt calling for a 50% increase g
in funding for NSW homelessness services. Vinnies is
asking for more people to sign this important petition. Scan
the QR code to go to the petition. Thank you for supporting
this important initiative.

Raise the Age campaign - St Vincent de Paul:

The St Vincent de Paul Society, in conjunction with 150
other organisations, is supporting the campaign to raise the
age of criminal responsibility in NSW from 10 to 14 years
old. Investing in more services for children instead of
criminal justice approaches is more cost-effective. Go online
to http:/ /www.raisetheagensw.org.au

The Vinnies Clothing Bin outside the church will be
removed soon. Please do not dump any unwanted
clothing and items on the church grounds nor at the

presbytery. It becomes a public hazard and looks
unsightly. Illegal Dumping and littering will be reported.

Handyman needed for odd jobs around the church.
If you can help, please contact the parish office.

Altar Society volunteers urgently needed

Help with altar flower arrangements, and tidying the
sanctuary and sacristy once a month. Please contact
parish office.

Catechist volunteers urgently needed: Teach catechism
in the public schools 30mins a week. Our parish public
schools: Banksmeadow Public School, Botany Public
School, Pagewood Public School. Please contact parish
office.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse
is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.

Acknowledgement of Country: We respect and honour
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders past,
present and future. We acknowledge the stories,
traditions and living cultures of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples on this land

Flowers & Candles Offering: Sponsors needed for Easter.
The Flowers & Candles Offering 2026 form is in the foyer.
Sponsors are especially needed for Easter. Please fill out the
form to dedicate the weekend to offer flowers for your prayer

For Direct Deposit donations, Account Name: Botany Parish Church
BSB: 062 784 Account Number: 1000 00878
Thank yow fovall yewr denaliens.

If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the
police. Or contact the Safeguardingand Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 or safequardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
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